	

	Contact Your State Senator Today! 

The chapter is supporting additional safety measures for teen drivers.

Action Item:  
Contact (letter, e-mail, fax) your Senator ask him/her to support House Bill 67 with a cell phone use/texting ban for all drivers. 

Background: 
The Senate is poised to consider two transportation safety bills: 
House Bill 67, would strengthen and add several life-saving provisions to our Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) Law  by establishing passenger restrictions for those younger than 18, banning the use of cell phones and texting, and requiring the junior driver and all occupants younger than 18 to use seat belts.

To reinforce the provisions in House Bill 67, House Bill 2070 would ban the use of cell phones (except hands free) and texting while operating a motor vehicle and applies it to everyone who drives the highways of the commonwealth. The bill would also require PennDOT to establish a distracted driving public education and awareness program.

With the upcoming primary election, Memorial Day holiday and budget discussion focus in June, there is a very limited window of opportunity available for the Senate to act.

Desired Outcome:  Pass Senate Bill 67 and include a cell phone/texting ban for all drivers.

Key Messages: 
1. Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death among 15-20 year old drivers.
1. The problems contributing to their high crash rates include immaturity, inexperience and lack of adequate driving skills, risk-taking, and poor driving judgment and decision making.
1. Inclusion of a passenger limitation, cell phone/texting ban, and seat belt requirement for the teen driver and passengers under age 18 will strengthen the state’s Graduated Driver Licensing Law.
1. Pennsylvania is one of the last states to set passenger restrictions for teen drivers.
1. Parents support teen passenger restrictions.
1. The cell phone/texting ban should apply to all drivers.

Emergency physicians are first-hand witnesses of the tragic results of a motor vehicle crash.  Including a personal story regarding a teenage patient that you treated would be a compelling example of  why upgrading and strengthening our GDL law is needed. 

A copy of the bills, additional background about this issue and contact your senator information can be found at:  www.paacep.org 


Pennsylvania ACEP is now on Facebook!  “Become a Fan” to get updates on chapter news and events, as well as to view event pictures and network with colleagues from around the state.  Click here to see for yourself!                                                                                        May 3, 2010

	FastTrack will occasionally include links providing direct access to Internet sites other than paacep.org or ACEP.org. PaACEP takes no responsibility for the content or information contained on those sites and does not exert any editorial control over them. You are receiving this e-newsletter as part of your membership communications from the Pennsylvania Chapter American College of Emergency Physicians. If this is incorrect or if your have a new e-mail account please update your information by emailing dblunk@pamedsoc.org.                               Unsubscribe from future Issues of FastTrack.
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